EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROCEDURES
Ontario Fire Code 2026 – Part 4 (Flammable & Combustible Liquids): The Almost Complete Guide to What Actually Changes on January 1
With January 1, 2026, now at our doorstep, here is a plain-English breakdown of nearly every significant change in Part 4 (O. Reg. 87/25) – Ontario’s first full harmonization with the 2020 National Fire Code in over two decades.
If you store, handle, dispense, or process more than 500 L total or more than 250 L of Class I liquids (gasoline, solvents, ethanol, etc.) in a fire compartment, these rules apply to you starting Day 1.
Who This Actually Affects (the real-world list)
· Chemical, paint, adhesive, plastics, and metal-working manufacturers
· Auto/fleet maintenance shops, body shops, dealerships
· Distilleries, breweries, large edible-oil users
· Construction contractors (roofing, flooring, painting, sealers)
· Bulk fuel terminals, backup diesel generators (hospitals, data centres, universities)
· Cannabis/hemp extraction facilities
· Printing plants, laboratories, waste & recycling operations
· Warehouses storing drums or totes of flammables
· Anyone with aboveground or underground tanks
The 13 Changes That Will Matter Most in 2026
1. Mandatory Comprehensive Emergency Procedures (4.1.5.5 & 4.1.6.2) Written procedures covering fire, spill containment, vapour release, and environmental protection are now required everywhere the thresholds are exceeded. Process plants and refineries have zero exceptions.
1. Mandatory Spill Control Procedure – Now Explicit & Detailed (New 4.1.6.4) Every site must have an approved, implemented, and prominently posted spill control procedure that specifically includes these eight elements: (a) operating procedures to prevent leaks/spills (b) ventilation requirements (c) control of ignition sources (d) containment & cleanup methods (dikes, absorbents, sand, etc.) (e) required PPE (rubber gloves/boots, SCBA, etc.) (f) chain of command and external notifications (g) preventive maintenance program (h) training for new and experienced staff
1. Training Frequency – The Welcome Change Everyone Asked For (New 4.1.6.5) Staff must be trained on the spill control procedure and equipment use:
2. Initial training on assignment
2. Refresher at least once every three years -the old every-6-months retraining requirement has been removed – a genuine regulatory win.
1. Spill & Fire-Water Runoff Control Plans must now show (typically on drawings) how spilled liquids and firefighting water are kept away from exits, air intakes, FDCs, neighbouring properties, and storm drains.
1. Aboveground Tanks > 5,000 L 110 % secondary containment + vehicle-impact protection (bollards) are now mandatory.
1. Underground Tanks & Piping Double-walled piping required on all new or full-replacement installations. Single-wall underground tanks are grandfathered only until December 31, 2031.
1. Cannabis & Botanical Extraction (New 4.1.12) Hydrocarbon, >90 % ethanol, and supercritical CO₂ extraction facilities are now industrial occupancies – explosion-proof electrical, continuous gas detection, dedicated ventilation required.
1. Dispensing & Transfer Upgrades Automatic overfill prevention + high-level alarms on tanks > 2,000 L; annual bonding/grounding continuity testing; breakaway hoses and automatic shut-off valves at vehicle islands.
1. Indoor Storage Rooms & Cabinets Maximum 500 L Class I per fire compartment unless sprinklered; mechanical ventilation must be interlocked with lighting when > 250 L Class I is stored; updated signage requirements.
1. Hot Work Restriction Only 45 L of Class I liquids permitted in open containers during welding, cutting, or grinding.
1. Increased Separation Distances
10. Class I liquids in open systems → 6 m from ignition sources
10. Tank vent/relief valve terminations → 7.5 m from property lines/combustibles
1. Record-Keeping Leak-detection logs, spill-kit inspections, bonding/grounding tests, training records (including spill control training) now explicitly required and subject to inspection.
1. Grandfathering Is Limited Existing compliant installations stay legal until you modify, expand, or pull a new permit – then full 2026 rules apply immediately.
What Smart Companies Are Doing Right Now (December 2025)
· Updating or creating the 8-point spill control procedure and posting it wherever flammables are stored/used
· Revising training records (and enjoying the new 3-year cycle)
· Walking sites with the new tank tables (4.3.2.1–4.3.2.5) and checking secondary containment/bollards
· Adding spill flow arrows and containment details to site drawings
· Scheduling upgrades for single-wall underground piping and leak-detection systems
These changes close real gaps that caused major incidents over the past decade while delivering practical relief (especially the training frequency change).

